


DE FOREST WENGER 


De Forest Wenger was born on February 23, 1876. Her mother was 
Julia Ohmart (born 1848) and her father was David Wenger (born Aug. 
26, 1844). De Forest married Moses Alfred Honline (born May 19, 1873 


— death March 13, 1932). De Forest died March 16, 1955. 


CHILDREN: Robert Wenger Honline (born October 15, 1918) 


DAVID WENGER 


Born August 26, 1844 in Harrisburg (now Englewood) Ohio. Records 
say he was a twin. Married Julia Ohmart and inherited half of his 
father’s 230 acre farm in Harrisburg. David died March 4, 1882. 


CHILDREN: De Forest Wenger (born February 23, 1876) (4. Moor 


CHRISTIAN F. WENGER 


Christian F. Wenger was born in Jonestown, PA on August 1, 1805. He 
moved with his father John Weaver Wenger, to Little York, Ohio, in 
1824 when he was 19. He married Mary (Polly) Aan Klepinger (born in 
1808) on August 14, 1828 in Ohio and settled at first in Little York and 
then in Harrisburg (now Englewood) Ohio. The 239 acre homestead 
was on the north side of National Road just west of Union Road at the 
current Englewood Plaza. His sons, Levi and David, shared the 
property in 1895. He and his wife are buried at Fairview Cemetary in 
Englewood — one mile west of Englewood on US Route 40. At one time 
he owned 1200 acres of land. A Wengerite Deacon. Five of six sons 
joined the German Baptist Brethren — only Levi remained with the 
Wengerite Church. Christian died November 1, 1885. 


CHILDREN: Mary Ann Wenger (born Nov. 6, 1830) 
Elizabeth Wenger (born Sept. 5, 1831) 
Nancy J. Wenger (born Jan. 25, 1833) 
Samuel Wenger (born Mar. 5, 1835) 
John Wenger (born Mar. 6, 1837) 
Jacob Wenger (born Feb. 18, 1839) 
Amos Wenger (born April 24, 1842) 
Levi Wenger (born Aug. 26, 1844) 
David Wenger (born Aug. 26, 1844) «— 
Sara Wenger (born Feb. 9, 1847) 
William H. Wenger (born Mar. 4, 1851) 





JOHN WEAVER WENGER 


John Weaver Wenger was born April 11, 1778 in Bethel, Pennsylvania. 
He married Annah Long (born in 1779) in 1799. Later he married 
Sarah Hahn (born in 1787) and moved to Little York, Ohio in 1824 with 
his 9 children. John was a member of a revivalistic persuasion of the 
Mennonites that became known as brethren by the river, or River 
Brethren. John and Samuel Herr founded the River Brethren Church 
in Mont County, Ohio. A division occurred about 1836 over issues of 
closed communion and meetinghouses. John’s followers began to meet 
Separately in his barn and called themselves Brethren in Christ (later 
Pentacostal Brethren in Christ), but were known locally as Wengerites. 
The Wengerites were progressive in that they allowed open love feasts 
and meeting houses. The church may at one time have included 15 
congregations including those at Wengerlawn, Springfield, Ohio and 
Decatur, IN and Shambaugh, Iowa. When John died in 1851 his son 
John assumed leadership of the Wengerites. John Swank and his 
brother Jacob had left the United Brethren Church and joined the 
Wengerites. When John’s son John assumed leadership of the 
Wengerites a division of the Wengerites occurred and the group split 
into the Wengerites and the Swankites led by John Swank. John 
Wenger was an opponent of a printed discipline and differed with John 
Swank over baptism procedures and protracted meetings. The 
Swankites were considered progressive. The split occurred formally in 
May, 1861 at Crooked Creed Church, Armstrong Co., PA — the 
Swankites becoming the Swank-Shoemaker Branch of the Brethren in 
Christ. After the death of John Swank and George Shoemaker, the 
Ohio Swankites and Wengerites appeared to re-evaluate their 
differences. The name Brethren iin Christ became more common and 
about 1861 three groups of Ohio called themselves Brethren in Christ; 
the original River Brethren, the Wengerites and the Swankites. The 
River Brethren officially adopted the name Brethren in Christ in 1863 
at the outbreak of the civil war in order for drafted conscientious 
objectors to obtain legal recognition as members of an established 
religious organization opposed to war. By 1924 the last of the 
Pentecostal Brethren in Christ had joined the Pilgrim Holiness Church 


(which merged with the Wesleyan Methodist Church to form the 
Wesleyan Church). John is buried in the Wenger family cemetery, 
along with Sarah on his farm near Little York. A stone exists in the 
Wenger Meeting House Cemetary, Jonestown, Lebanon Co., PA. The 
farm house is located at the north west corner of Frederick Pike and 
Meeker Road. The original 200 acre farm was split into two and owned 
by his sons Tobias and John in 1860 and by Tobias’ son Jeremiah and 
John’s son-in-law Ephraim Eby. 


CHILDREN: Esther Wenger (born June 3, 1800) 
Anna Wenger (born Nov. 11, 1802) 
Mary Wenger (born Nov. 12, 1803) 
Christian F. Wenger (born Aug. 1, 1805) 
John Weaver Wenger (born Feb. 26, 1807) 
Abraham Wenger (born Aug. 11, 1808) 
Barbara Wenger (born June 14, 1810) 
Tobias Wenger (born Nov. 9, 1813) 
Fanny Wenger (born 1814) 
Joseph Wenger (born 1815) 


CHRISTIAN WENGER 


Christian Wenger was born December 23, 1756, In 1777 he married 
Maria Weaver and lived in East Hanover, PA, on the west side of Big 
Swartara Creek near Jonestown. He received his father’s farm via will. 
He was a farmer and a minister of River Brethren Church (BIC). The 
Wenger meeting house is named after Christian. He served in the 7 
Co, 2"" Batt. Lancaster Co. Militia. He died July 28, 1841 and is buried 


in the Wenger Cemetary at Jonestown, PA. 


CHILDREN: John Weaver Wenger (born April 11, 1778) 
Martin Weaver (born Dec. 24, 1780) 
Maria W. Wenger (born Oct. 16, 1782) 
Christian Wenger (born 1785) 
Abraham Calvin Wenger (born July 6, 1789) 
Susan W. Wenger (born Nov. 29, 1791) 
Barbara Wenger (born Sept. 20, 1794) 
Jacob (Big Jake) Wenger (born Mar. 19, 1801) 


JOHN (HANS) WENGER 


John (Hans) Wenger was born in Switzerland in 1732. He arrived at 
the age of about 16 in Philadelphia on Sept. 16, 1748 via the Ship 
Patience. He married Maria (1735 — 1760) who had four children, then 
married Chefram (Elizabeth Anna) who had six more children. John 
took part of his father’s farm at Jonestown, PA. On July 3, 1767 he 
purchased 62 acres from his father for $373, land bounded by Hans 
Wenger and Stephen Wenger. John (Hans) Wenger died in August, 
1806. He left his farm to his oldest son Christian. 


CHILDREN: 
With Maria: Christian Wenger (born Dec. 23, 1756) 
John (Johannes) Wenger (born 1758) 
Martin Wenger (born 1759) 
Veronica (Franica) Wenger (born 1760) 


With Chefram (Elizabeth Anna): 
Abraham Wenger (born 1765) 
Barbara Wenger (born 1768) 
Elizabeth Wenger (born 1770) 
Susanna Wenger (born 1773) 
Anna Wenger (born 1776) 
Jacob Wenger (born Dec. 1, 1778) 





JOHANNES (HANS) WENGER 


Johannes (Hans) Wenger was born in 1705 in the Bernese area (most 
likely the Emmenthal region) of Switzerland. Several authors give that 
he was born at Bern which can be the Canton of Bern. It has been 
widely held that Hans married Anna Shirk (1705 — 1771), the daughter 
of Casper Shirk who later sold Hans his original property. This has not 
been verified. A note in the papers of NWN state that he married Anna 
Shirk is recorded in Casper’s Bible and that the marriage took place in 
Europe. It’s possible that Casper is Anna’s brother, not her father. 

This would mean that Hans bought land from his brother-in-law, not 

his father-in-law. The marriage was about 1727. He left Switzerland 
due to religious persecution and settled in about 1744 in Zweibreucken 
of the Lower Palatinate on the Rhine. Some have reported that all his 
children were born in the Palatinate, but this requires that he would 
have arrived at an earlier date. The 1744 date would mean that all of 
his children were born in Switzerland. Johannes arrived at the age of 
43 in Philadelphia on Sept. 16, 1748 via ship. The family settled one half 
mile northeast of present Jonestown, PA. The farm that he settled on in 
1749 is stated as being 125 acres and was purchased for $125 from 
Casper Shirk who had bought the land in 1740 from John Penn, 
Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, sons of William Penn. NWN gives 
that the first survey used a White Oak tree at the south west corner as a 
marker and that the tree was still standing in the 1950’s. On July 3, 
1767, John Wenger sold to son John 62 acres. The homestead is 
currently owned by the Landis family. Site of farm on elevation 
overlooking the fertile valley of Big Swatara Creed. The Wenger 
Cemetary is situated on the northwest corner of the property. The 
Wenger meeting house is located in a corner of the cemetery. Han’s 
brothers Christian and Michael arrived with their wedowed mother 
Hannah in PA on Sept. 9, 1749 and settled in Rapho, Lancaster Co., PA 
The numbering of his offspring was corrected from earlier records and 
is reflected here and on his memorial stone placed in the Wenger 
Cemetary in 1994. His will was dated Sept. 15, 1771 and probated June 
1, 1772 so his date of death is sometime between these two dates. His 
son John was executor. Hans is no doubt buried in the Wenger 
Cemetary, but no stone exists. It is thought that he and Anna are 








buried under a wall of the Wenger meeting house. There is currently a 
sagging under a window area. It is thought that the sagging is due to 
the earth having been excavated for the graves. It is reported that while 
the church was being constructed the grave was exposed, but they 
continued with the construction. Over 101,000 of his descendants are 


known. 


CHILDREN: Stephan Wenger (born 1728) 
Christian Wenger (born 1730) 
John (Hans) Wenger (born 1732) 
Judith Wenger (born Jan. 19, 1732) 
Maria Wenger (born 1735) 
Henry Wenger (born 1737) 
Abraham Wenger (born 1740) 
Martin Wenger (born Feb. 2, 1742) 





JOHANNES (HANS) WENGER 


Jahannes (Hans) Wenger was born about 1680. According to tradition 
Hans was a weaver. He married Hannah about 1704. TWB states that 
he fled to Zweibreucken, Germany due to religious persecution. His 
first three sons immigrated to Pennsylvania and his fourth son Martin 
Stayed in Europe. His date of death is prior to Sept. 9, 1749, the date 
that his wife arrived in America. He died in Europe prior to her 
leaving. It has been reported that he died of his woulds from religious 
persecution. It appears that he was about 65 to 70 at the time of his 


death. 


CHILDREN: Johannes (Hans) Wenger (born 1705) 
Michael Wenger (born 1710) 


Christian Wenger (born 1715) \~ 


Martin Wenger (born 1720) 


